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Abstract Zophoessa dataensis halcona ssp. n. is described from Mindoro. 
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Zophoessa dataensis (Semper, 1887) is regarded as a relic of a typical Sino-Himalayan 
element in the Philippines, where it spread during the Tertiary Period, and was hitherto 
only known in the mountain area of northwest Luzon. The authors found a new geograph- 
ical race of this species in the mountain of Mindoro. 


Zophoessa dataensis halcona subsp. nov. (Figs. 1-2) 


$. Upperside of forewing: Ground color blackish brown with slightly paler blackish 
brown distal half whose border is clearly defined by the paler brown discal band from the 
costa to tornus and strongly projected in spaces 1b and 3. Small whitish subapical spots 
present in spaces 6 to 8. 


Upperside of hindwing: Ground color blackish brown but becoming paler blackish brown 
around submarginal series of black spots in spaces 2 to 6. Two parallel marginal lines, 
outer one orange and inner one grayish blue, running from spaces 2 to 6, both lines devided 
by dark brown veins. Fringe dark brown on both wings. 


Underside of forewing: Similar to upperside, but differing from the following points: 
distal area paler and the border more clear ; subapical spot in space 6 bluish white ; a small 
brown ringed and light blue-pupilled black subapical ocellus present in space 5, and in 
space 4 in some specimens. 





1 


Figs. 1-2. Zophoessa dataensis halcona subsp. nov. 1. $, holotype. 2. Ditto, underside. 
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Underside of hindwing: Ground color dark brown with discal area traversed by bluish 
white wavy narrow bands. A submarginal series of orange ringed and light blue-pupilled 
black ocelli present from spaces 1b to 6 with faint light blue rings outwardly, space 1b with 
two small ocelli. Two narrow marginal lines running more clearly than those on upper- 
side ; inner blue line forming lunulae in spaces 2 and 3, the one in space 1b shifted inwardly 
and shaped wavy triangle. 


Forewing length: 29 to 31 mm. 
Holotype: $, Mt. Halcon (alt 1500 m), northern Mindoro, 1. i. 1983, S. Takei leg. 


Paratypes : Same locality as holotype, 1 ?, 2. i. 1983, A. Yamamoto leg.; 2 2,5. viii. 1985, 
S. Takei leg. 


The holotype will be deposited in the collection of the National Science Museum (Natural 
History), Tokyo. 


This new subspecies differs in appearance and can be distinguished from the nominate 
subsp. dataensis by the following characters: 1) Ground color of both wings are more 
blackish than that of dataensis. 2) The border of distal half on the forewing is strongly 
projected in spaces 1b and 3, while in dataensis it is weakly projected in space 3 and slightly 
concave in space lb. 3) Submarginal series of black spots on the upperside of hindwing is 
larger than that of dataensis. 
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